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v Why talk about this now?

Improved animal safety means:

A Reduced stress on cattle
Improved growth rates
Improved reproductive performance
Better able to fight disease

Improved chute safety means:
A Faster to get the job done
A Less cost
A Improved productivity

Improved handler safety means:
ANo oaccidentsbod
A People will want to help with the job
A We can continue to do our job for years to come




Improving Handler Safety

v The face of the KVC Veterinarian is changing

None of us are
Some of us are short Some of us are working getting younge

on functioning limbs with a temporary side
and digits! kick!




Improving Handler Safety

v Working with large animals always presents a safety risk

v Ensuring proper handling facilities, animal restraint and
confident, knowledgeable human helpers will help to
minimize the risk

v Even the good cowboys can get hurt
oBut that doesndot mean we want I




A Good Cow Person is...

v ésomeone who knows CcOWS
o How they act
o How they react
o How they can be unpredictable and never trusted

v @ésomeone who i s patient

v @ésomeone who I s quiet yet conf

v @ésomeone who works efficiently
o Fast | Efficient BUT Efficient =

v Ensure all human handlers/helpers understand the importance
of being a good cow person

o For animal and human safety, but also for animal welfare

v Regardless of your set ud extra help always makes the job
easier and safer



Improving Animal Saiety

v To ensure animal safety you must have a clear
understanding of animal behaviour and animal movement

v Cattle have panoramic vision but poor depth perception at
angles greater than 50

v Cattle are social animals
oThey li ke to be in groups and o
o If 1 animal is stressed, others in the group will react as well

o If alone animal refuses to mové release it back with a group and
move it again with other animals

v Cattledo not like sudden changes in floor texture or level



(attle Response to Light

e,
v Cattle move better in wellit areas and fearharsh contrast

between light and dark

o Cattle will balk at shadows andbright light patches
A Does yourhandling system have any?
A Can you handlers contribute to ar®/

v Cattle do not like moving into direct sunlight
o Where will the sun be when you are working cattle?



Cattle Response to Movement

v Cattle will balk at the sight of spastic, unexpected movement
o By a person
o By a piece of material flapping in the wind

v Handlers should stand back from the head gate when an animal
IS entering

v Animals should never be prodded unless an opening to an
oescaped can be seen

o Electric prods can (and should be) replaced by a garbage bag attached
to a broomstick

A The rustling of the plastic bag is enough stimulation to make cattle move

v Walk through the handling facilities and look for areas of
obstruction, distraction or surprises prior to working cattle

o Be sure to | ook at the cowds &eye



The Flight Zone

v MOving cattle requires a cl
flight zone

v Flight Zoned how close you can get to an animal before it

moves away from you Figure 2. Flight zone.
] '-"I;ighl 2ong
v Best place to work is edge of FZ ! boundary

hancler

o Animal will move away slowly and calm position

v Yelling/Shouting increases FZ size

Speak lowd SpeakslowdDon 6t say | t.o o"'#nu"é‘h !




Cattle Handling Facilities
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Proper working facilities are key to animal and handler
safety

Facilities will range In size, sophistication and co
depending on your farn

3 basi c components to
o A crowding pen

o A chute

o Afunctioning headgate

Optional components:

o holding pens, squeeze, blocking gates, back stop, kick bar, man
gate



(rowding Pen

v Funnels cattle into the working chute

v Aocircular or angular pen (
right way and entering the chute in single file

v Solid sides help to prevent distractions
o The chute is seen as the only way out
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The Working Chute

Holds cattle in single file ready to enter thbeadgateor
squeeze

|deally, long enough to line up and hold at least 3 animals
Curved chutes make moving cattle easier

Needs to be wide enough for animals to move through
easily but narrow enough that no animal can turn around
o Alterations may be required for a chute to work cows vs. calves

o Sloping sides will allow for these size differences

Simple procedures may be done in a the working chute
(pour ondewormer BCS)
o Needles should never be given to an animal in a chute

o Handlers should never position themselves within a chute while
animals are in it



The Working Chute
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A Blocking gates throughout




Headgate
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v Essential for animal restraint and handler safety

v Wide range of models available
o Manual, self catching, hydraulic, neck extenders

v Key to a goodheadgate
o Quick
o Easy to operate
o Adjustable for different sized cattle

v Prior to working cattle, ensure ALL aspects of your handling
system are functioning safely and easily

v Ensure ALL handlers understand how the system works prior to
sending the first animal through



Animal Safety

v Castration and dehorning are painful procedures and if not done
properly, or with poor restraint, animal safety is jeopardized

v How painful?

0)

Regardless of method (rubber ringdurdizzoor surgical castration),
castration caused behavioural responsemdicitive of pain for 3 hours
after the procedure

ADG decrease of 50 to 70% when done at 8 to 9 months of age

ADG of 7 week old calves castrated were lower than those of
uncastratedcalves, for the first 5 weeks post castration

Purchased, castrated males gained 0.58lbs/day vs. intact males
castrated on arrival to feedlot

Molloy et al, 1995; Fisher et al, 2005, Coetzee et al, 2009






